


Dr. Isbell MOVED approval of the minutes and Dr. Loutzenheiser SECONDED.  Minutes were 
APPROVED unanimously. 

Approval of the Minutes of the November 18, 2009 Meeting 

 

Dr. Armistead stated that he is requesting an amendment to the Academic Freedom Policy 
amendment that was approved by the Academic Council September 9, 2009.  Amendment #2 is 
to express the original intent by extending the benefits of academic freedom to all individuals 
teaching a class at TTU.  The new proposed wording is “While academic tenure is essential for 
the protection of academic freedom, the full benefits and responsibilities of academic freedom 
extend to all individuals teaching at TTU, whether or not they are eligible for tenure.”  Dr. 
Miller MOVED approval of amendment #2 and Dr. Null SECONDED.  APPROVED 
unanimously.  Dr. Armistead will present this amendment to TBR as well as the University 
Assembly. 

Academic Freedom Policy Amendment #2 

 

Dr. Semmes introduced Dr. Bret Danilowicz, Dean of the College of Science and Technology at 
Georgia Southern University.  Dr. Danilowicz explained how the College of Science and 
Technology, with the assistance of an NSF-STEP grant, was able to improve their retention rate.  
The key elements were: Data Tracking, Intrusive Advisement, Residential Interest Groups, 
Supplemental Instruction, Guided Inquiry, and Undergraduate Research.  The major element for 
success is a faculty-based initiative.  See attached handout of presentation. 

Retention Presentation 

 

Due to the lack of time, this item was postponed until the next Academic Council meeting. 
Update on University 1020 Classes 

 

None 
Such Other Matters 

 
The meeting was ADJOURNED at 4:45pm. 
        APPROVED 3/3/10 
 
Carol Holley, Recorder 
 
Documents on file with the minutes: 
 Academic Freedom Policy Amendment #2 
 Presentation on retention by Dr. Bret Danilowicz 
 
 
 
 
 


